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did not convert their hearts. They, therefore* had recourse to calumny,
and accused St Austin and his friends of teaching a necessitating grace
which destroys free-will. One Rufinus, a friend of St Prosper, surprised
at these reports, desired to be informed by him of the state of the question.
The saint answered him by a letter yet extant, in which he explains the
holy faith which they defended and the errors and slanders of their enemies.
The Semipelagians declared that they would stand by the decisions of the
Pope. Prosper and Hilary, out of a motive of zeal, went as far as Rome;
and Pope Celestine, upon their information, wrote a dogmatical letter to
the Bishop of Marseilles and other neighbouring prelates against those
enemies of grace, in which he highly commends the doctrine of St Austin.
This happened after the death of that holy doctor in 431. The troubles
were not yet appeased, and our saint saw himself under a necessity of
entering the lists with his pen. His poem on the Ungrateful seems to
have appeared about the year 431. By that name he meant the Semi-
pelagians, who were ungrateful to the divine grace, though they were
not then cut off from the communion of the church. This work, the
masterpiece of our saint, is written in most elegant verse. He says in it
that the see of St Peter, fixed at Rome, presides over the whole world,
possessing by religion what it had never subdued by arms. He most
beautifully demonstrates the necessity of grace, especially for divine love.
He has left us several other lesser works.

St Leo the Great being chosen pope in 440, invited St Prosper to
Rome, made him his secretary, and employed him in the most important
affairs of the church. Our saint crushed the Pelagian heresy, which
began again to raise its head in that capital. Photius ascribes its final
overthrow to the zeal, learning, and unwearied endeavours of St Prosper.1
Marcellinus, in his chronicle, speaks of him as still living in 463. His
name occurs in the Roman martyrology on this day. A complete edition
of his works was procured at Paris by M. Maugeant, in folio, in 1711,
with his life, translated from the Memoirs of Tillemont. F. John Salinas,
a canon regular of the congregation of St John of Lateran, has published
in Rome, in 1732, a new correct edition of the works of St Prosper and
of St Honoratus of Marseilles, in 8vo. Dr Peter Francis Foggini having
published at Rome, in 1754, the treatises of St Austin on Grace in two
small volumes (reprinted at Paris in 1757), to complete this collection,
in a third volume are added the works of St Prosper under this title:
S. Prosperi Aquitani, S. Leonis M. Notarii de Gratia Dei, Opera Omnia.
Editionem Variis Lectionibus, Praxipue e Cod, MSS. Vaticanis, Adronatam,
Curavit P. F. F. Romae, 1758, in 8vo. Le Maitre de Sacy has given us
St Prosper*s Poem on the Ungrateful, in French verse*

Without the succour of divine grace we can do nothing; * we cannot

* Photius, Cod. 54.                       * Jobn xv. 5.